THE TEMPLE ON THE COINS OF BAR KOKHBA – A MANIFESTATION OF LONGING…

which is undoubtedly an expression of the rebels’ hope and goals, i.e. the rebuilding
of the Jerusalem temple, restoration of circumcision and regaining independence, is
important. It is worth noting here, however, that perhaps we are not dealing here so
much with a political programme, but rather with reconciliation with God and eternal
salvation, which would link the revolt of Bar Kokhba with the ideology of the first
revolt against the Romans and with the Hasmonean period.4 Equally important, or
perhaps even more important, is the inscription referring to Jerusalem (on the coins
from the first year of revolt), inseparably connected with Hadrian’s decision to transform
the city into a Roman colony under the name Colonia Aelia Capitolina and probably
also with the refusal to rebuild the Temple.5 As we are once again dealing here with
a manifestation of one of the most important goals of Bar Kokhba and the insurgents –
the liberation of Jerusalem and the restoration of worship on the Temple Mount. Even
more eloquent is the inscription on coins minted in the third year of the revolt: Freedom
of Jerusalem, indicating probably a gradual loss of hope of regaining the capital
and chasing the Romans away. Many researchers believed that in the early period
of the revolt, Jerusalem was conquered by rebels,6 which is unlikely but cannot be
entirely excluded. There was even a hypothesis that Bar Kokhba rebuilt the Temple
of Jerusalem, but he had to leave Jerusalem, which he could not defend.7
Some researchers have indicated that coins from the first year of the revolt
bearing the inscription Jerusalem prove that the capital was captured by rebels
and that the name of the city indicates also the name of the mint.8 Others note that
the small number of revolt coins found in Jerusalem clearly contradicts the hypothesis
of the rebels having conquered the city, although all coins found within the city
must be taken into account.9 As far as the likely area of Colonia Aelia Capitolina
is concerned, only four Bar Kokhba coins and four coins issued by the new city
under Hadrian have been found in Jerusalem.10 It is not easy to explain this fact,
although in the case of Roman coins provincial coins always prevailed in circulation,
but we do not find them so often and in large numbers in cities that were the seat
of the mints, and this is probably the case with Colonia Aelia Capitolina.11 What
about the Bar Kokhba coins then? One hypothesis claims that, after the suppression
of the revolt, the Roman authorities deliberately withdrew the revolt coins from
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Szanowni Państwo,
oddajemy w Państwa ręce tom XV Notae Numismaticae – Zapisków Numiz
matycznych. Zgodnie z przyjętymi przez nas zasadami wszystkie teksty publikujemy w językach kongresowych, z angielskimi i polskimi abstraktami. Zawartość obecnego numeru oraz tomy archiwalne są zamieszczone w formie plików
PDF na stronie internetowej Muzeum Narodowego w Krakowie (https://mnk.pl/
notae‑numismaticae‑zapiski numizmatyczne‑1). Na stronie internetowej są ponadto dostępne wszelkie informacje ogólne o czasopiśmie oraz instrukcje dla autorów i recenzentów.
Redakcja

Dear Readers,
It is with great pleasure that we present volume XV of Notae Numismaticae –
Zapiski Numizmatyczne to you. In accordance with the principles that we have
adopted, our texts are published in the conference languages with English and
Polish abstracts. The whole of the present volume can be found as PDF’s on the
website of the National Museum in Krakow (https://mnk.pl/notae-numismaticaezapiski-numizmatyczne-1), as are previously published volumes of the journal. The
website also contains general information about the journal as well as information
for prospective authors and reviewers.
The Editors
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As coin hoards have been among the most important sources in the research on
ancient coinage, their recording and publication continues to be one of the principal
efforts of modern numismatics. From S. P. Noe’s inventory,1 through the project
Inventory of Greek Coin Hoards (IGCH)2 and its continuation in the form of
the successive volumes of Coin Hoards (CH),3 to the current website Coin Hoards,4
which carries on the idea of coin hoard publishing in the digitalized version,
we have witnessed the publication of many substantiated results to facilitate our
further investigations into the phenomena of circulation, production patterns, and
monetization in Antiquity. In recent years, we have seen the emergence of a tendency
towards the regionalization or specialization with respect to the publication of hoards.
Good cases in point are the recent work by F. Duyrat concerning the territory of
ancient Syria5 and the presently reviewed study of the Ptolemaic‑era hoards. The latter
work, co‑edited by Th. Faucher, A. Meadows, and C. C. Lorber, is the first part of
a greater project entitled Egyptian Hoards. The next two volumes (as scheduled)
will be dedicated to the hoards from the Roman/Byzantine and Islamic periods,
respectively. The present volume deals with the hoards dating from the Ptolemaic
period.
Multiple reasons for the creation of such a regionalized publication are stated
in the introduction (pp. IX–XI), which also contains a summarized account of
the significance of the various data obtained from the hoards of Ptolemaic coins as
well as some basic information on the following parts of the volume. Aside from
the above introduction, the volume consists of two major parts, namely a list of coin
hoards (Chapters 1 and 2) and articles describing the particular hoards or referring
to some more broadly discussed problems relating to hoards (Chapter 3).
Chapter 1 (pp. 1–15) contains a simplified list of all the Ptolemaic coin hoards
as compiled on the basis of the publications, including the hoard inventories such
as IGCH and CH, with a number of hoards as yet unpublished to date. The list
1
2
3
4
5

NOE 1937.
THOMPSON, MØRKHOLM and KRAAY 1973.
PRICE et AL 1975–2010.
http://coinhoards.org/
DUYRAT 2016.
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is in the form of a table which is comprised of the data under the headings such
as number, reference to IGCH and/or CH, name of hoard, date of placement/
being buried, contents (amount of coins, composition), ruler/series, and references
other than the inventories above. The coin hoards are specified in accordance with
the geographical criteria and chronologically (within their respective regions). In
total, the table is composed of 278 hoards, including 50 from Greece and the Balkans,
7 – Asia Minor, 18 – Cyprus, 64 – the Levant, 115 – Egypt, 7 – Cyrenaica, as well
as 12 from the West and 5 from unidentified find spots. In general terms, this sort
of listing allows the reader to find a relevant region very quickly, while within
a particular coin hoard – a regional or chronological analysis. These are, of course,
very general analytical data, which would require consulting the literature mentioned
as reference items or Chapter 2 of the volume in the case of new, yet unpublished
coin finds (pp. 17–33). The structure of this chapter, titled “New Hoards”, which may
be somewhat confusing as some of the hoards in question were found even in the
19th century, with several having been already published in a preliminary form (e.g.
EH 44 and EH 266), is a little different from that of the previous one. The geographical
and chronological composition remains the same, but the expression “Greece and
the Balkans” is replaced with “The Balkans and the Aegean”, while each coin hoard
is identified in accordance with the Egyptian Hoards (EH) numbering. Details on
each single hoard are given in the form reminiscent of the one previously adopted
for the IGCH and CH, i.e., in a more succinct and informative manner. The chapter
contains accounts of 48 hoards, described in more or less detail, depending on
the data available. In some instances, the information is limited to the place and
date of the discovery, the estimated number of pieces, and the metal type used (e.g.
EH 44 – Messene, 1991 and EH 92 – Unknown Find Spot (the Levant), 1991),
whereas in other cases, it is quite detailed (e.g., EH 61 – Cyprus before 1916). It is
notable that this particular list of coin hoards has been based on a very thoroughly
and extensively performed research, as evident in many old and new coin hoards
identified in various museum collections (e.g. EH 3, Athens, 1922; EH 195, Tell
Timai, 2011), literature (e.g. EH 171, Rüppell, East Delta, before 1822), archives
(EH 85, Beirut Commerce, 1987/88), as well as some new ones recovered from
the antiquarian markets (e.g., EH 275, CNG Spring‑Summer 2011; EH 277, Forum
Ancient Coins, 2011). Overall, the chapter may serve as an important complementary
addition to the existing lists as known from the IGCH and CH.
The second, and the most extensive, part of this publication is Chapter 3
(pp. 35–332), which consists of 26 articles by 11 authors. Faucher, Meadows, Lorber,
Olivier, and Desbordes are authors or co‑authors of more than one text. Some of
the articles are published in French. As mentioned above, the particular texts concern
individual coin hoards, both those recently discovered and those already known and
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published before, or studies dedicated to the broader subject matter of Ptolemaic
coin hoards. All the hoards discussed in the articles have been marked according
to the numbers given to the Egyptian Hoards as assumed in the present volume.
The articles are varied in their form and length, from some very long analytical
texts, which actually are complete or almost complete publications of specific coin
hoards (e.g., p. 236, EH 196 and 227. “Les Trésors monétaires de la partie nord‑ouest
du temenos de Mout à Tanis”), to very short texts consisting of several up to more
than ten sentences, depending on a limited or sometimes even rudimentary amount
of information obtained by the author(s) (cf. p. 63, EH 91. “Unknown Find Spot”,
2013 or EH 113. “The Bethlehem Area Hoard”, 1984 (CH 8.432). In particular, these
more in‑depth, analytical, and well‑illustrated articles can be regarded as important
tools by those interested in the Ptolemaic coinage or the circulation of the coins
struck in the name of the Ptolemaic rulers. On the other hand, the lack of the uniform
method of cataloguing the coins in the individual texts are a sort of a shortcoming.
In some of these, the catalogue is presented in the form of tables, while in the other
ones, it is descriptive, possibly in agreement with the preference of the individual
authors. Generally speaking, the inclusion of the above‑mentioned texts (following
the concept of the latter CH volumes which provided lists of hoards/treasures as well
as more detailed articles on some individual hoards) contributes to a greater value of
the publication in a significant manner and is crucial to the overall sense of the whole
work. This is of particular importance in the modern‑day digital world, especially in
the context of the web‑based Coin Hoards platform. In view of the fact that the latter
device allows the reader to look up all the relevant hoards in a quick and easy way,
the analytical articles as found in Chapter 3 are definitely an added value here.
A point of particular value is the volume’s illustration material. According to
the information stated by the authors (p. X), the illustrations are provided for a total
number of 3,500 pieces in 236 plates or featured as part of some of the articles. In
addition, there are many photographs which illustrate the locations of some coin
hoards as well as various diagrams and tables.
In conclusion, the Ptolemaic Hoards is a publication of great value, collecting
in one volume all the factual knowledge on the Ptolemaic hoards found to date,
an extensive body of illustrative material, and a number of well‑written featured
texts on the individual coin hoards or groups of hoards. It is fair to assume that this
publication is bound to become a primary reference book for all those interested
in the Ptolemaic coinage: numismatists, historians, archaeologists, but also private
collectors.
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